










































































































 
 

Iowa Title Guaranty 

Public Comment Hearing 

September 22, 2015 
 

Staff Members Present: 

Tara Lawrence, Iowa Title Guaranty Director 

Mark Thompson, General Council 

        

Others Present:  

Ted Huggins, Abstract Associates of Iowa, Inc.  

Dean Hoag Jr., Statewide, Peoples Abstract 

Jonathan Lewis, Title Services DM Corp. 

Gary Reeder, ILTA, President Delaware County Abstract Company  

Sara Cockerham, Abstract & Title Service of Story County 

Matt White, Title Services DM Corp. 

 

 

Call to Order 

Mr. Thompson called the Public Hearing to order at 1:05 p.m. 

 
Mr. Thompson explained the purpose of the public comment hearing. He alerted the audience that Iowa Land Title 

Association filed a request for a Regulatory Analysis. Mr. Thompson explained, under the Iowa Administrative 

Procedures Act section 17 A.4a, Iowa Title Guaranty is required to prepare an analysis and publish a summary in the 

bulletin, in addition, this will extend the public comment period. The process will be resumed at a future date based on the 

publication of the Summary. Mr. Thompson opened the floor to public comments.  

 

Public Comments 

Mr. Reeder, who is the President of Delaware County Abstract Company and Representing ILTA, spoke of concern 

about waivers and title plant requirements. ILTA has been supportive of provisional title plant waivers which 

are granted to allow time for a title plant to be built, however, ILTA has opposed all permanent title plant 

waivers. Mr. Reeder expressed concern with the rules related to the waiver process and how it has changed.  

Mr. Reeder expressed concern about the definition of participating abstractor and with the inspection of title 

plants. Mr. Reeder believes the language concerning title plant inspections should be changed from “may” to 

“shall”. Mr. Reeder indicated the rule fails to adequately define hardship or public interest. Mr. Reeder 

indicated both ILTA and himself have previously submitted public comments in writing.  
 

Mr. Huggins, co-owner of Abstract Associates of Iowa, Inc., operating in three counties, Webster, Calhoun and 

Wright, are beneficiaries of a provisional title plant waiver. Mr. Huggins expressed his opinion that the title 

plant helps abstractors and adds quality to the products prepared. Mr. Huggins also expressed concern over the 

proposed change in the definition of an abstractor. Mr. Huggins also expressed his concern that the definitions 

of hardship and public interest do not add to the quality of the process. Mr. Huggins indicated he previously 

submitted public comments in writing.  

 

Comments from Dean Hoag, owner of 10 abstract companies in the state of Iowa and a waived attorney: 

Thanked everyone for the rewrite; appreciates the work done, and specifically for the expanded definition of 

person and the definition of a participating abstractor. As an abstractor owner of ten companies, the expanded 

definition takes away the concern and the question what a participating abstractor is. It now includes Mr. Hoag 

as a personal waived attorney but it also includes the companies themselves, so that’s a big benefit for the new 

rules and the new definitions. He went on to provide a few other suggestions with regards to the rules: 

 265-9.1 Definitions:  add language to the definition of abstract, to include report of title, such as those 

that have been allowed in Pottawattamie County and Linn County due to the floods; the report of title 

does not fit into the regular definition of abstracts.  



 
 

 265-9.6(5) Liability Insurance: add the qualifier, Professional, in front of the liability insurance moniker; 

this would better dictate and describe what type of liability insurance you are looking at. As we know in 

the industry there is general commercial liability insurance and professional liability insurance. I believe 

you are seeking professional liability insurance.  

 265-9.6(6) Agent relationship: In the third line, there is the term “oral” instructions. Request deletion of 

the term “oral” out of this rule.  In the abstracting business, if it isn’t written it’s not there, if it’s not 

documented it’s not present, therefore, “oral” should be removed.  

 265-9.6(12) Compliance:  Suggest an additional sentence at the very end of the paragraph, “All costs 

incurred by the division, will be borne by the division.” When the compliance section talks audits, such 

as the inspection of a title plant that Gary Reeder commented that the “may” should be replaced with 

“shall”, if Title Guaranty as underwriters to come in to inspect title plants, the cost to do so should be 

borne by Title Guaranty and not by the title plant owners.  

  265-9.7(1) (a) Title Plant: In defining title plants, suggest language to include not only the indices but 

also copies of all instruments referenced in such tracked indices.  

 295-9.7(1)d.(5) Criteria for Title Plant Waiver: With respect to the hardship and public interest 

definitions, the Supreme Court has defined the statute and the meaning of hardship and public interest. 

Do not believe it’s in Iowa Title Guaranty’s, the participating abstractors’, the participating closers’, or 

the participating attorneys’ best interests to initiate or endorse a legislative resolution to this issue. I 

believe the unintended consequence to such legislative resolution would be more harmful and more 

harmful to the Iowa Land Title system.  

 
Mr. Thompson asked for any additional public comments, hearing none, Mr. Thompson adjourned the public comment 

hearing.  

 
Adjournment 
Mr. Thompson adjourned the meeting at 1:35 p.m. 
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